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CIA DOES NOT SMUGGLE OPIUM

OF CALIPORNIA
IN THE SOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tharsday, June 28, 1972

My, GUBSER. Mr, Speaker, onee again
there has been an upsurge in charges
alleging direct CIA tnvolvement in drug
traffie In Southesst Asia. 'These allega-
tions have proven False in the past, Last
“yenr I personally looked into siyilar.
chorges and I am satisfled myself that
they were without substance. Moreover,
in April 1871, Mr. Richard Helms, Di~
rector of Central Intelligence, rade a
public categorical denial of Agency i~
volvement i drug trafic hefore the
American Society of Newspaper Editors.
He hos personally reaffirmed this dendal
to me. What the facts actually dem-

© onstirated was that the CYA is cooperating

closely with other Government agencles
n & concerted effort to curb the world
Sdrug traffie. The efforts of these U.S.
‘agencies are desigoned to persuade coun-
tyies, which for cenfuries have accepted
the growth or local consumption of illiciy
drugs, to take siringent steps azainst
such practices. They are also cooperating
to eliminate the flow of these drugs into
the United Staces.

Most recently, Mr. Alfred McCoy, 2
graduste student who is about to pub-
lish a book on the drug trafiic in South-
east Asia, has made the swume charges

_against the CIA. In early June, he aired

s charges before a Senale subcom-
mitbee and received considerable pub-
lcity. Immediately after Mr. MoCoy's
testimony, Mr, Nelson Gross, senior ad-
viser to the Secretary of Siate awnd Co-
ordinator for IDnternational MNarcobics
Matters, publicly and in detail refuted
NMr, MoeCoy's charges. I regret that these
allegations have been given further pub-
liclty o a siatement by a Member of
this body when he published in the
CONGRESSTIONAL RECORD of June 27, & let-
ter. e has directed to Mr. EHelms, re-
questing an investigation of the allega-
“tions made by Mr., McCoy.

M. Speaker, Director Helms' denial of
charges that CIA has been involved in
the drug trafiic has been confirmed by
other senjor U8, CGovernment officials.
There has been no substance to the
charges that have been leveled and it is
maost regretiable that the CIA must be
the continual terget of a lactic which
serves Lo undermine positive efforts that
are belng taken under difficult cirewmn-
stances to curbk drug trafficking. Those
Tew who promote false accusations to the
conbtrary undermine the good work that
is belng done and the personal integrity
of high offieials of our Government. I can
assure the Members of this body and all
Amevican citizens that our Government
is eornmitted 100 percent to solving the
drug problem. ‘ :

Mr. Speaker, while it is unfortunate
that these otd charges have been pabiic-
Iy aired agaln, T belleve that Mx. Helms'
letter of June 28 on this subject should
also be moluded in the REcorD:

: CENMTAAL [NTELLIGENGE AGLUNCY,
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR,
June 28, 1972.
Hon. LEs AsPLN,
House of Represeniatives,
Weashington, DO,

Drar Mz, Asein: The Congressionsl Record

of June 27, 1972, carries & letter addrsssed
to me by you snunouncing your release of
“substantiol new evidence that indicates US,
pilots flying ClaA operated helicopters hinve
heen smuggling oplum inside Laos.”
* 1 have yeb to recelve your letter. Pending
its receipt, however, ¥ shall begin a thorough
investigation of this alleged “new evidence'’
anad will advise you in due course of the re-
sults. In this connection, I call to your at-
tention the testimony of Mr, Nelson Gross,
Senior Advisor to the Secretary of State and
Coordinator for Internabtional Narcotics Mat-
ters, before the Congressional Inguiry Re-
grrding International Narcotics Trafic on
June 9, 1872, He there guoted the Alr Amar-
ten Maunaging Director’s statement that Mr.
Altred MeCoy's asllegabion before the For-
elgn Operations Subcommibtee of the Senate
Appropriations Coromittee that Alr Amerlea
afvcraft have been transporting opium in
Northern Laos on a regular basig is “utierly
and absolutely false.”

In the Interiin, X wish to relterate strongly
what I have ssid publicly to the America
Soclety of Newspaper Tditors:

"There is the arrant vonsenss that the
Central Intelligence Agency is somehow in-
volved in the world druyg traffic. We are notb,
A fathers, wo are rs concerned about the
lives of our children and grandelhilidren as
are all of you. As an Agency, in fact, we
are heavily engaged in tracing the Torsign
roots of the drug trafic for the Bureau of
Narcotles and Dangerous Drugs. We hope wo
are helping withh & solutlon: we kbow we
are not contributing to the problem.”

In addition, you will have uo doubt noticed
i the Congressional Record of June 2, 1071,
that Congressman Charles Cabser cited a
Istter from Mr. John Yagetrsoll, Director of
the Buresu of MNarcotles and Dangerous
Drugs, atiesting to the fact that this Agency

hes taken a great number of steps againad
the nayeotics trade. Further, we have js-
susd the atvongest nsiructions, and huave
most viporously enforged themy, to prohibii
any {nadvertent ase of CLA facilitles by nar-
cotios smugglers,

In the light of these well-gstablished posi-
tions, we find 46 dissppoinding to be sub-
Jected to the type of public allegation rep-
resented by graduote stadent MeCoy's ase
gertions of “new evidencs,” the Innuendo in
which can only dishearten CIA personnel of
honor aud Integrity working agalnst this
netarious trade,

I nave taken the lUberty of sending & copy
of this lettor to Congresstuen Gubser o=
cause of hils Intevest 4n these matiers,

Sinceraly,
Rrcxand Heums, Director,
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